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Excerpted from the ANSI Essential Requirements (www.ansi.org/essentialrequirements) 

Annex B:  Procedures for the Development of a Provisional American National Standard (ANS) or 
a Provisional Amendment to an ANS 

 

B.1 Procedures for the Development of a Provisional American National Standard (ANS) or a Provisional 
Amendment to an ANS 

When an alternative process is not otherwise reflected in an ANSI-Accredited Standards Developer’s (ASD’s) 
accredited procedures, these procedures set forth the requirements for the issuance of a Provisional ANS or a 
Provisional Amendment to an existing ANS and may be used when all of the following circumstances apply:       

 When implementation of the Provisional ANS or Provisional Amendment may result in an improvement to 
the safeguarding of life, and there is a well-established need for the prompt dissemination of information 
that addresses an emergency situation or other special circumstance; 

 When the use of the accredited procedures of the ASD would cause an undue delay in the issuance of a 
related standard; and  

 When an ASD supports the development of a Provisional ANS or a Provisional Amendment with the 
intention of initiating the processing as an ANS, of the Provisional ANS or the Provisional Amendment to 
an ANS, within 45 days of its approval date.  Processing of the ANS shall be in accordance with the ASD’s 
accredited procedures, including ANSI public review in Standards Action and consensus body ballot. 

B.1.1 Public notice  
An announcement identifying the standard and describing the circumstances that warrant the issuance of a 
Provisional ANS or Provisional Amendment shall be provided to ANSI in a timely manner for publication in ANSI’s 
Standards Action along with relevant developer contact information. The requirements in clause 2.5 Notification of 
standards development and coordination shall not apply with regard to a Provisional ANS or Provisional Amendment 
that is promulgated in accordance with these procedures. 

B.1.2 Minimum consensus body ballot period 
A developer using these procedures may utilize the minimum ballot period established by their accredited 
procedures for an ANS or the consensus body may establish a ballot period that is not less than two weeks.    

B.1.3 Approval of a Provisional ANS or a Provisional Amendment to an ANS 
Approval of a Provisional ANS or a Provisional Amendment to an ANS requires approval by the consensus body of 
at least two-thirds of those voting, excluding abstentions. 

B.1.4 Comment resolution 
All comments accompanying the ballot shall be circulated to the consensus body in order to afford all members an 
opportunity to respond, reaffirm, or change their vote.  For recirculation of comments, a minimum period of not less 
than one week is required.  An attempt to resolve the comments received relative to the Provisional ANS or 
Provisional Amendment is not required. 

B.1.5 Right to appeal 
The right to appeal shall not be required in connection with the issuance of a Provisional ANS or Provisional 
Amendment.  After the standard or revision has been issued, if a directly and materially affected party believes that 
the Provisional ANS or Provisional Amendment should be withdrawn, then the Withdrawal for cause procedures 
detailed in the ANSI Essential Requirements:  Due process requirements for American National Standards shall 
apply. 

B.1.6 Approval notification to ANSI 
Notice of the approval of a Provisional ANS or Provisional Amendment by an ASD shall be submitted to ANSI within 
5 days of the approval of the document.  The notice shall include the designation and title of the new or affected 
document, the approval date and a certification that the developer has followed these procedures.  An informational 
announcement shall be published in Standards Action.  

B.1.7 Processing the Provisional ANS as an American National Standard 
The ASD shall initiate the processing, as an ANS, of the Provisional ANS, or the Provisional Amendment to the 
ANS, within 45 days of its approval date.  This processing shall be in accordance with the ASD’s accredited 
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procedures and shall include publication of a PINS, either before or after publication of the initial announcement in 
Standards Action that identified the Provisional ANS or Provisional Amendment to the ANS and described the 
circumstances that warranted its issuance per B.1.1 and before ANSI public review of the draft proposed ANS or 
amendment in Standards Action and consensus body ballot.  Following the publication of the PINS, all of the other 
requirements of 2.5 Notification of standards and coordination associated with a PINS apply. 

B.1.8 Withdrawal  
A Provisional ANS or Provisional Amendment shall exist for no longer than two years from the date on which it is 
approved by the ASD.  If consensus is achieved and the affected standard (either the Provisional ANS or the ANS 
as modified by the Provisional Amendment) is published as an ANS, the Provisional ANS or Provisional Amendment 
is superseded and shall be withdrawn.  If consensus is not achieved, the Provisional ANS or Provisional Amendment 
shall be withdrawn at that time, but no later than two years from the date on which it was approved. A notice of the 
withdrawal shall be published in ANSI’s Standards Action. 

B.1.9 Identification of a Provisional ANS or Provisional Amendment 
A standard or an amendment to a standard promulgated in accordance with these procedures shall be referred to 
as a Provisional American National Standard or Provisional Amendment, respectively, and identified clearly as such 
on the cover or title page.  In addition, a standard processed as a Provisional American National Standard, shall be 
identified by a unique alphanumeric designation in accordance with the following guidelines: 

ANSI/ABCD 123 (PS), where ABCD reflects the developer’s acronym. 

And an American National Standard with a provisional amendment shall be identified as follows: 

ANSI/ABCD 123 (PA) 

The following or similar text shall be included in the foreword of a Provisional Standard or adjacent to a Provisional 
Amendment when included in the text of an ANS: 

“This document or some of the information contained in this document has been processed in accordance with 
ANSI’s requirements for a Provisional American National Standard or Provisional Amendment to an ANS.   The 
same or similar document or amendment (as applicable) will undergo the standards development process set forth 
in the ASD’s accredited procedures.  This Provisional ANS or pertinent Provisional Amendment(s) shall be 
withdrawn on or before the two year anniversary date of its approval as such.” 

The ANSI approval logo and the words “an American National Standard” shall not be used to identify an entire 
standard that has not received ANSI approval or been approved by an accredited standards developer who has 
been granted authority to designate its standards as American National Standards. 

B.1.10 Audit of Use of Provisional ANSI Process 
Evidence of compliance with these procedures shall be retained.  This documentation shall be examined during the 
next scheduled audit of the developer. 
 
 


